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The Story Behind the 2011 Donor Print

As promised, following is the paraphrased story of how artist, Nicole
B., a member of New Beginnings Church in Denver, CO came to

draw this print which will be given to major PCA donors in 2011. /

felt alone and had been looking for something because | felt | had no
place to belong, and didn’t feel complete.
I've been hurt by the church on the outside
and haven't really read the Bible much,
so when my roommate suggested | enter
the art contest, | was at a loss as to what
the theme was supposed to be. | looked
up Matthew 25:36. | read it and it meant
something to me, and | drew what the
verses made me feel like. | want something
to hold me up and to shine light. | don’t
know God and | don’t know religion, but
my picture is what | want it to be. Maybe |
can’t understand it in my head, but through art and music it can be in
my heart. It meant a lot to me to win. It makes me feel a little bit whole.

PCA Board of
Directors: Back row:
Rev. Greg Karlsgodt, Neil
Bullock, Jim Tuinstra,
Eric Sponheim, Rev. Rich
d Rienstra;

i Middle row: Rev. Toni
| Hawkins, Carol Porter,
Mary Mortenson, Rev.
Emily Cardin;

Front row: Gloria Gur-
well

PCA Board of Directors Meets in Denver

The PCA Board of Directors met in Denver, CO on May 7th &
8th, where they were hosted by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
which has given long time support to New Beginnings Church
in the Denver Women'’s Correctional Facility. Significant energy
was put into visioning and planning for the future work of
PCA. A highlight was being able to worship with Pr. Emily
Cardin and the women of New Beginnings.

Visit us on the Web at www.prisoncongregations.org
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Broomfield, CO
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Rev. Michael Hanson
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Carol Porter
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Rev. Angela Shannon
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Apple Valley, MN

Jim Tuinstra, President
Kentwood, MI

Advisory Board

Duane Anderson
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Dave Brunkow
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Pr. Bud Christenson
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Caitlin Collier
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Joel Cook
Sioux Falls, SD

Bawn Froning
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Pr. Chuck Hazlett
Custer, SD

Dean Hinders
Williamsburg, VA

Loretta Horton
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Director Emeritus

Rev. Ed Nesselhuf
Vermillion, SD
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DEsK

Sounds

This is the time of year when we in South
Dakota hear the song of the cicadas. While not
everyone would agree that the cacophony of
sounds coming from the trees every evening is
exactly “song,” I love it! There is something
beautiful about how these insects, hidden and
sometimes unpopular, sing their song so trium-
phantly every evening. These special creatures
remind me of prison congregations around the
country. With the inclusion of St. Francis of
Assisi Christian Church in Draper, UT, we
now have nineteen worshipping communities

and leading prayer. As the men of Followers
of Christ in Lincoln, NE celebrated the instal-
lation of their new pastor, their collective re-
sponse to the Bishop’s call for support of Rev.
Bob Bryan was a resounding affirmation. Just
last month as Jack and I met with the inside
council of Grace Place, we were touched by the
women’s energy and enthusiasm for service. So
exuberant was the discussion that, more than
once, the council president had to call for one
person to speak at a time! Also last month, we
witnessed the men of Luther Luckett Christian
Church clapping with joyful abandon as they
welcomed their new sisters of St. Francis of

in twelve states. (There are ac-
tually sixteen congregations,
but some of them are two-
point parishes.) This number
includes Prisoners of Hope in
Appleton, MN, that has an As-
sociate Council that refuses
to give up, and is planning to
reestablish the congregation
when the prison reopens later
this year or next.

So, what do cicadas have to
do with prison congregations?
Like the cicadas, people who
are incarcerated are often mis-
understood, if they are thought
of at all. Yet, when a prison
congregation worships, the

Executive Director
Mary Mortenson

Assisi Christian Church, also
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), into their family.
And finally, anyone who has
ever worshipped in a prison
congregation knows that shar-
ing the peace is a chaotic time
in which every hand is shaken
by every other hand — at least
once!

Here’s the deal about these
sounds of prison congrega-
tional worship — the razor wire
does not and cannot contain
the sound. Just like the cica-
das’ song, the prison congrega-
tions’ songs spread to the out-
side and the church is renewed.

sounds are strong and clear and
beautiful.

In April, I shared in the “Palm Sunday” ser-
vice with Women at the Well. The women each
had homemade palms and several times during
the service, the “Hosanna” call and response
was fairly shouted! In worshipping with both
St. Dysmas congregations in South Dakota, I
was reminded how much fun it is to sing in a
prison congregation as the volume of the song
has less to do with numbers of singers than it
does with the sheer joy of worship. When Jack,
the PCA Board and I worshipped with New Be-
ginnings Church in Denver, we were touched
by the strong, clear voices reading Scripture

ee

X We are wanting to switch as much of our paper mailing list to
a Goes electronic as we can, so if you would like to receive correspon-
PCAKGI n dence from us via email, please give us your email address:

: ¢ mary@prisoncongregations.org.

Please know that the work in
which we are all engaged does,
indeed, matter and simply would not be reality
without you. You are going to read quite a bit
about finances in this issue of the newsletter.
The reality is that interest in the PCA model of
prison ministry is growing dramatically just at a
time when finances are tested. We are positive
and excited about the opportunities ahead of us,
and we need your help to meet the needs of the
ministry.

May a loud and joyful song play your heart,

FTey

Visit us on the Web at www.prisoncongregations.org
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“Come & See”

PCA’s annual “Come & See” conference will be September 29-30, 2011 in Sioux Falls, SD. The event is
hosted by St. Dysmas of South Dakota, Cornerstone Prison Church, and Prison Lighthouse Fellowship, all prison
congregations in Sioux Falls.

The “Come and See” event enables people to learn about and experience the PCA unique model of prison
ministry. “Come and See” is for prison administrators, mission-minded Christians, prison chaplains and prison
religious coordinators. Speakers will include PCA’s executive director, prison administrators, and those involved
with established and successful prison congregations. Attendees will also experience worship with a prison con-
gregation at the South Dakota State Penitentiary.

Registration fee for “Come and See” is $125, which covers materials, meals and motel. A nonrefundable
$40 deposit is required with each registration. Scholarships of $85 are available to the first 15 qualified people
applying so attendees receiving scholarships would pay only the $40 deposit and travel expenses. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please register as soon as possible as scholarships are given on a first come, first served basis.

For more information, check the PCA website: www.prisoncongregations.org or contact the PCA office:

PO Box 1132, Mitchell, SD 57301-1132, 605-990-8330 or mary@prisoncongregations.org.

PCA Hosts On-Line Scentsy Party!

Thanks to Nikki Tyhurst, an Independent Scentsy Consultant and a good friend of PCA, you have the
chance to purchase the Scentsy brand of low heat Electric Warmer lamps and scented wax AND benefit
PCA! Nikki is generously making it possible to order through PCA’s on-line party. Just go to https:/nikki-
tyhurst.scentsy.us/Buy to order from the choices of Warmers,
and Wickless Scentsy Bars in over 80 fragrances. Shop from
your home or call Nikki (605-660-1866) to order from our
party. Her email is nikki.tyhurst@hotmail.com. You and your
friends can shop for yourselves or for Christmas gifts, and
your orders will be sent right to your door. Nikki will even
send a FREE gift to everyone who orders online. The party
is open until September 16th so don’t delay! If you choose
to book a party, booking must be done by September 16 and
party held by December 31, 2011 in order to benefit PCA.

INDEPENDENT
CONSULTANT

“Partners at the Cross” Celebration & Ingathering

It’s time to buy tickets for PCA’s annual “Partners at the Cross” Benefit Banquet at Our os 3 7,
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD, on Saturday, October 1, 2011. Tickets are $25 per ;
person or $200 for a table seating eight. Following dinner, the Master’s Voice Quartet will pres-
ent musical selections and keynote speaker, Christie Sprinkle, a former member of New Begin- |1 77 ]
nings Church in the Denver Women’s Correctional Facility, will share her story. A silent auction j" | /f ' \ #
will include items donated by members of prison congregations. The enclosed letter includes a ===
ticket order form.

If you are unable to attend the banquet, you are invited to send a donation or, you might consider planning a
fundraising event at your church so you can bring or send the proceeds as part of the ingathering. Money raised
provides PCA with operating funds for general expenses, travel to existing and potential congregations, and for
development of new congregations so more men and women will have a chance to become members of a healthy
faith community while they are incarcerated.

Women at the Well Has a New Pastor

As founding pastor, Rev. Arnette Pint, moved to serve St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in lowa City, 1A,
Rev. Lee Schott began her call with Women at the Well on July 1. Lee is an ordained United
Methodist elder who grew up on an Iowa farm, left a career as an attorney to respond to
God’s call, and just ended eight years as pastor at Polk City UMC. Lee’s initial call to min-
istry focused on reaching people for relationship with God through Jesus Christ. From her
own experience, she knew this was an elusive goal, even for those who have been lifelong
“church people.” While she was in seminary, God brought her to a broader sense of call
that encompassed hunger, social justice and the renewal of the church. After eight years
in a suburban setting, she finds herself now at Women at the Well, at the intersection of all
those streams. Lee and her husband continue to reside in Polk City with their three sons.

Attention
Snowbirds

If you are going South for the
winter, would you please con-
tact us with your temporary
winter address or switch to email
delivery? When we use the Re-
turn Service on our mailing, the
post office doesn’t forward the
newsletters to you, and we don't
want to lose touch. And MAYBE
we can plan some sort of get-
together, especially for you who
go to Arizona!!

Thrivent

CHOICE

Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans members, please designate
your share of Choice Dollars to
PCA!' Log on to www.thrivent.
com/thriventchoice or call
1-800-847-4836 today!

Also watch for an opportunity
to give input on choosing the
national ministries that will ben-
efit from the 2012 $1 million do-
nation. PCA is a national ministry
and would love to be a recipient
of some of these funds!

f Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans:

PRAYER CORNER

We offer special prayers of
thanks for the hundreds of
people around the country
who, even in these fragile
economic times, offer
support to PCA and their
local prison congregations.

PCA and Social Media

If you look at:
www.prisoncongregations.org,
you’ll find: Updated calendar and
news! Links to Facebook and Twitter
Join the Friends of PCA Group on
Facebook!

With Your Help, Ministry Happens

As you read all about what is happening with PCA, know that it happens only with the blessing and support of our donors. Our
annual budget of $140,000 for a national ministry is small by most standards, yet activity is outpacing funding. Know that your
financial support is always appreciated and that the PCA board and staff will be good stewards of all gifts.
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Thanks For Your Support!
You ARE CHANGING HEARTS AND MINDS!

Gifts received from
January 1-July 22, 2011

Endowment Gifts
Ruth Lemon
Herbert & Margaret Mueller,
in honor of Pr. Kwen Sanderson
Dick & Charlotte Sorum
Arn Vollmer, in memory of son, Steve

Sponsors ($5,000-$9,999)
N. Beverley & Constance Tucker

Mission Partners ($1,000-$4,999)

Calvary Lutheran Church of Golden Valley,
Golden Valley, MN

Celebration Fellowship, lonia, Ml

Faith Lutheran Church & Foundation,
Odebolt, 1A

Bob & Celia Kirkwood

Luther Lucket Christian Church, LaGrange, KY

Jack & Mary Mortenson

Ed & Diane Nesselhuf, part in memory of
Dennis Shepherd and Bobby Van Why

Resurrection Lutheran Church,
Indianapolis, IN

The Church of the Damascus Road,
Ft. Dodge & Rockwell City, IA

James & Gen Tuinstra

X-tra Milers ($500-$999)
Jeannie Bates

Dean Spader & Vikki Fix

Kelty Godby

Chuck & Kaona Hazlett

Greg & Carrol Karlsgodt

New Beginnings Church, Denver, CO

Friends of PCA ($100-$499)

Belleview Lutheran Church, Howard, SD

Lois Bellows

Benton Lutheran Church Women, Crooks, SD

(raig & Becky Black

Boyd & Evelyn Blumer

Calvary Lutheran Church, Rapid City, SD

Emily & Jebb Cardin

Kristin J. Case

Crossroads Bible Institute, Grand Rapids, M|

Custer Lutheran Fellowship, Custer, SD

Mike & Pam Dircksen

Daniel & Arlene Drew

Norm & Clarice Eitrheim

Robert & Lola Fedde

Glenwood Retirement Village Residents,
Glenwood, MN

Brad & Diane Griepp

Mark & CoCo Gronseth

Robert & Elaine Harden

Lon Hawley

Steven J. & Wanda L. Helmers

Randy & Mary Isaacson, in honor of
Pr. Ed Nesselhuf

Dennis & Leanna Jenner

Jerauld County Ministerial Association,
Wessington Springs, SD

Martha & Bruce Johnsen

Keith & Candy Joy

Janice Homandberg Knutsen &
Roger S. Knutsen, M.D.

Paul Lansky

Living Stones Prison Congregation,
Shelton, WA

Living Word Lutheran Church, Milbank, SD

Love of Christ, ELCA, Weslaco, TX

Raymond Mai

Bill & Sharon Malcom

Wanda & Les McClanahan

John & Mary Moe

Richard & Marcia Moe

Kim & Lorie Mortenson, in honor of
Payton Elizabeth & Parker Ann Hick’s
first birthdays and first grandchild,
Zakaria Bahbaz’s eighth birthday

Joanne Nagele

New Life Prison Church, Pella, 1A

Sandra K. & Gregory W. Omodt

0.M. & Beverly Osheim

David & Linda Osmundson

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Hermosa, SD

Jean Peszko, in honor of George L. Hall,
age 86, earning a Master’s Degree

Ronald & Anna-Lissa Peterson

Shelly Pfaff

Wayne & Joann Piebenga

Rich & Carol Rienstra, in honor of
Troy Rienstra

J. William Ross, in honor of
Kairos Prison Ministry

David E. & Linda P. Sandvik

Tressa Schmidt

SD Women of the ELCA

Dale & Elaine Skatrud

Dick & Charlotte Sorum

Bev Sponheim,
in honor of Mary Mortenson

Glennis Stewart

St. Dysmas of South Dakota, Sioux Falls, SD

Margaret Stjernholm

St. John American Lutheran Church,
Sioux Falls, SD

St. John Lutheran Church, Warner, SD

Harlan & Dolores Stoley

Mr. & Mrs. Vic Uttke

Brian J. & Pamela J. Walton

Ruby Wiles

Gary & Li Williams

VIP ($1-%99)

Sharon Kaye Adkins

Warren Alderson, in honor of his 78th birthday
David & Virginia Allen

Almena United Methodist Church, Paw Paw, MI
Carol Anderson

Glenda F. Anderson, in memory of Larry Lofgren
Doreen J. Arneson

Luray & Loretta Ashenson

Nancy Baird

(arol Beho

Ron & Linda Beckman

Charles R. Bentley Sr.

Dwight W. & Mary L. Berglin

Mait Board

George Bowden, in memory of Joe Weber
Connie Bruinsma

L'Nora Bylander

Bonnie Campbell

Dowell & Rebecca Caselli-Smith

Donald & Vera Church

Herbert & Connie Cleveland

Joel Cook

Dakota Wesleyan University Criminal
Justice Class, Mitchell, SD

Allan & Leah Dewald

Bruce & Joyce Egenolf

Emmanuel WELCA, Beresford, SD

Else S. Host Englund

John & Marjorie Everts

Dr. Kay Foland

Carol & Dick Forster

Gary & Gloria Gurwell

Bob & Kathy Hales

Curtis & Elaine Hallberg, in memory of a
brother

Sharon Hasvold

Lloyd Helseth

Joyce Hendrickson, in honor of
the work done among prisoners

Deanna & Jeff Heppler

Mark & Lisa Hinkley

Cheryl Hollar

Jon R. & Dr. Marilyn A. Holmgren

Donald Holst

David & Jan Johnson

Earl & Linda Johnson

(lyde & Elaine Jundt

Gary & Pat Junker

Howard & Frances Kellogg

Mr. & Mrs. James Kretchman

Mrs. Lillian Kruger, in honor of Merlin Stein

James M. & Phyllis Y. Kuehn

John W. Larson

Linda Larson

Pr. Stephen & Mary Beth Lauricella

Edna Lund

Bruce L. Lytle

Correen Major

Elizabeth K. & Mark L. Massa

Janet McCaskey, in honor of Aaron Andrews

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert McClellan

John R. Mclntyre

Members of the Church of the Damascus
Road, Ft. Dodge & Rockwell City, IA

Members of St. Francis of Assisi Christian
Church, Draper, UT

Max D. & Kathryn J. Miller

Michael & Dana Moran

Gail Morgan

Doris Moumgis

Dale Neas

Seth Nesselhuf

Karen & Jerry Nettifee

Ronert Nilsen, in memory of Rev. M.J. &
Alma Nilsen

Emil & Dileen Ninke

Marie D. Oslund

Peace Lutheran Church Men in Mission,
Sioux Center, 1A

Gene & Carol Peisker

Donald W. Pfaff, in memory of Paula Larson

Paula Reagan

Ronald G. Retzlaff, in memory of
Gordon & Emma Retzlaff

Melvin & Doreen Ronning

Paula Rose, in memory of Larry Lofgren

Phyllis Rothemich, in memory of
Frank H. Rothemich

Leroy Rupprecht

Jack Schemmel

Curtis Schempp, in memory of
Gregory Sammelson

John & Patricia Scherrman

Paul & Joan Schoonmaker

Linda Schuh

Donald Schulz

Glenn & Marlene Sellevold, in memory of
Doris Ogan

Carolyn Shepard

Jan J. Smith

Mary Ellen Sorensen

Eric Sponheim

Julie Stokstad

Bonnie Storm, in memory of Senior Correctional
Officer Arnold R.J. Johnson

John A. & Kathryn L. Sundby

Cleo & Rollin Swanson

Ardith Sween

Meredith Taylor

Russell & Marie Tesch

Abbie & Douglas Thrash

Lavonne Titze—Haiar, part given in memory
of Elsie Titze

(alvin Tonsager

Trinity Lutheran Church, Mitchell, SD

Ken & Evelyn Troy, in memory of C. Paul &
Anna Hendel; George A. & Anna Troy

Jeff & Stacey Tveit

Union Creek WELCA, Akron, IA

Barbara A Verhalen, in honor of son, Jeffrey Lex

Marcia Vrbka-Olson

Wally Walton

Mark Ward

Jerry & Norma Wilson

Verlie Yockey, in memory of William C. Yockey

Elverne & Laurie Ziemke

Don't forget about the Partners in Change Society and
the $25,000 Endowment Match!

O In Memory Of

Prison Congregations of America, PO Box 1132 ¢ Mitchell, SD 57301
IN MEMORY OF / IN HONOR OF GIFT FORM

Please Print: | am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $

O In Honor Of

Address

Send announcement of gift to:

To celebrate his/her/their

City, State, Zip

Your Name(s)

Indicate on acknowledgement that gift is being made by:

Address

Phone (in case of question)

City, State, Zip




