The Kite Quilt

Created by Kaona Hazlett

It is a comforting thing to be wrapped in a quilt.  It is especially comforting when one is sick, cold, or in distress.  This kite quilt is meant to enfold family members of men and women who are in prison.  In the United States there are over two million men and women incarcerated.  They leave behind spouses, children, grandparents, and other family members.  These family members are in need of love and support.  They need to be wrapped in the love and grace of God as they await their loved ones return from prison.

It is the intent that this quilt be made, and given to family members as a sign that they are loved and not forgotten.  This can be done at a worship service or in the privacy of a home.

The kite design on the quilt is a trademark of Prison Congregations of America, Inc. and has become a symbol of remembering Christ and those who are in prison.  This quilt expands that message to include those affected by having loved ones in prison.  The kite has a dual meaning.  For most of us it is a light frame designed to fly in a steady breeze.  In prison terms it is a communication from an inmate requesting something from the institution.  Inmates send kites to get information and response from people inside the prison.  Prison Congregations of America uses the symbol to send a message back to inmates and families that they are not forgotten.  The kite is a great symbol since the cross forms the structure, it is attached with a string, as we are to the grace of God, and it needs wind, the Holy Spirit to lift it into the sky.

Many are now wearing kite pins, available through PCA, to remember Christ and those in prison and now Kite Quilts are offered to congregations as a way to give support to the many family members who suffer grief as loved ones are sent to prison.

The quilt was designed by Kaona Hazlett for Prison Congregations of America, and the pattern is available for others to use.  If you download the pattern, we simply ask that you send a donation of your choice to Prison Congregations of America.

Be creative as you make your quilt.  We ask only that you remain faithful to the kite colors that are in the pattern.  You can make a kite quilt for someone you know in your community, or you can send it to Prison Congregations of America who will in turn wrap a family member in its warmth.

I am assuming that anyone sewing this quilt has knowledge of quilting.  Therefore, because I am not a quilt designer, but a person of faith, I have enclosed a graph of the Kite Quilt that I used, a materials list, and cutting directions. The rest is up to you.  Happy quilting and thank you for sharing the desire to embrace others.

Finished Size: 60” X 70”

Materials:


Background – 4 yds. Navy blue or black
Backing and Binding


Kite – ½ yd. each red, yellow, green, blue


Kite tail – 1 yd. cotton twist cord



Scrap pieces 1 each of red, yellow, green, blue

Cutting:


From green:



1 – 6 ½” square for corner



1 – 12 ½” square *


From blue:



1 – 6 ½” square for corner



1 – 12 ½” square *


From yellow:



2 – 6 ½” squares for corner and border



1 – 12 ½” x 22 ½” rectangle *


From red:



2 – 6 ½” squares for corner and border



1 – 12 ½” x 22 ½” rectangle *

Background material:


4 – 10 ½” x 12 ½” or cut 2 – 10 ½” x 24 ½”


4 – 12 ½” squares


4 – 12 ½” x 22 ½”


4 – 12 ½” x 14 ½” or cut 2 – 14 ½” x 24 ½”

Border from background material:


3 – 6 ½” x 12 ½”


1 – 6 ½” x 48 ½”


2 – 6 ½” x 58 ½”

* I cut the kite triangles by placing 12 ½” squares and the rectangles of the background and the same sized color material right sides together, then drew a line diagonally and stitched ¼” on each side of the pencil line.  I then cut the diagonal pencil line and pressed open.


The graph of the Kite Quilt has the measurements, including seam allowance, on each piece.  You may want to cut larger sized background pieces such as 10 ½ x 24 ½ instead of the 10 ½ x 12 ½. Or, you could appliqué the kite on a solid background.

We ask that you please use the exact colors of the kite since it is the symbol for Prison Congregations of America.  Any other variation of the border, background, etc., is acceptable.

